372         Writers on   Country Pursuits
of live stock, the subtleties of hawking, the secrets of angling, or
the most approved recipes for the housewife; there is little, indeed,
in the whole range of country pleasures and duties, upon which
he did not discourse with ease, enthusiasm and authority, and,
on all occasions, with that display of omniscience which is a mark
of the true journalist
All these characteristics are seen to advantage in that encyclo-
paedic and seductive volume A Way to get Wealth. The first
treatise in this collection, Cheap and Good Husbandry, deals
with the management of domestic animals and fowls and the
cure of their diseases. As in duty bound, he leads off with his
favourite, the horse, and, in the directions for training, the gentle-
ness of his methods is particularly noticeable. Correction, indeed,
is to be given * soundly and sharply, as oft as just occasion shall
require*; but there is much more of 'cherishing' than chiding, and
suaviter in modo is the key-note of all his instruction. No
treatise on rural economy of this period seems to have been
considered complete without its chapter on bees, and Markham
duly devotes a section to these 'gentle, loving and familiar
creatures.'
Having dealt with the duties of country life, Markham then
proceeds in Country Contentments to set out the various recrea-
tions wherewith a husbandman may refresh himself after the toil
of more serious business. Here, he writes with accustomed ease,
and in somewhat more leisurely manner, as befits the occasion.
The singular rhythmical charm of his style is at its best; nothing is
abrupt or unfinished; sentences are rounded off with a due regard
to effect; and, in the direct simplicity of his diction, nothing of
clearness is lost. What, for instance, could be better and more
attune to its subject than these instructions for the composition of
a pack of hounds:
If you would have your Kennell for sweetnesse of cry, then you must
compound it of some large dogges, that have deepe solemne mouthes, and are
swift in spending, which must as it were beare the base in the consort; then
a double number of roaring, and loud-ringing1 mouthes, which must beare the
counter tenor; then some hollow plaine sweete mouthes, which must beare
the meane or middle part: and soe with these three parts of musieke, you
shall make your cry perfect....
If you would have your Kennell for loudnes of mouth, you shall not then
choose the hollow deepe mouth, but the loud clanging mouth, which spendeth
freely and sharpley, and as it were redoubleth in the utterance: and if you
mix with them the mouth, that roareth, and the mouth that whineth, the
erye will be both the louder and smarter; . .. and the more equally you
.compound these mouthes, having as many Boarers as Spenders, and as many
whiners, as of either of the other, the louder and pleasanter your cry will
be, especially if it be in sounding tall woods, or under the eecho of Bocks.